Book: Hey Little Ant, By: Hannah Hoose and Phillip Hoose
Big Idea: Environmental Ethics

What is Environmental Ethics?
Environmental Ethics is the discipline in philosophy that studies the value of the environment
and its non-human contents as well as the moral relationship of human beings.

Learning Objectives:
Today our goals will be to get the students to reflect on hard ethical situations. We would like the
students to (1) reflect on the good and bad consequences of their choices (2) consider various
possible choices and (3) engage in ethical reasoning as they defend why they should or should
not act in certain ways, such as squish a bug. Some of the main concepts we want the children to
take away from today’s lesson are as follows:

Respect; who or what deserves respect? The discussion will address the duties we have to
others as well as how we utilize our power and responsibility onto others?

Peer Pressure; exploring the phenomenon of peer pressure. Discussing good and bad forms of
peer pressure.

Metacognition; how we reason ethically, self reflection on the ethical decision making
process, discussion on the moral status of animals

Opening Activity:
Break the Circle: Respect
e Who or what do we respect?

e Do we respect people? Animals? Insects?
e How do we show our respect?
o Do we respect these people, animals, objects equally or in the same way?
e Are there things or beings we do not respect that deserve to be respected? Should
we respect them? If so, how so?
Read Book
Post Reading Questions:

1) What do you think the boy should have done? Squish or not? Why or why not?

2) How could the boy have show respect to the ant?

3) What is peer pressure? Was peer pressure involved? Is peer pressure always good or
always bad?

4) Who was peer pressuring the boy?

5) Is the ant worth less than the boy? How is he worth less? Are the ants feelings’ worth less
than the boy’s feelings?



6) How do you think the boy would feel if the roles were switched? How are the two
situations different and how are they alike?

7) Have you ever stepped on an insect? Did you ever stop to think how that would affect the
insect?

8) In the story, the boy has the power to squish the ant. Can you think of anything you have
the power to do but shouldn’t? What keeps you from doing it?

Post Reading Activity; Putting the Implications to the Test:

Each student will be given a plastic bag that contains a printed picture of an ant, spider, ladybug,
and bee. The students will then decide whether they will squish the insect by ripping them up or
not to squish by leaving the printed picture in full contact. Discuss reasons for doing so.
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Closing Discussion:

Today in our Ethics sessions, we have discussed the issues of right and wrong. In the book, Hey,
Little Ant, we have come to find out that even our little friends make a part of our world and they
need to be treated with respect. We have talked about what should we do when looking at some
hard moral situations. Overall, we hope these conversations not only help with this session but
within our everyday lives when we have to make a decision and how we go about doing so. We
hope these activities have changed our perspectives from when we first began and you can now
evaluate our section making when it comes to respecting all of those around us.



