Free Will Day 05, 2
Free Will Day 5:		Conclusion

	Content:
1. In-Class Debate (50 minutes)



	Method:
1. Debate





Instructor’s Introduction: This in-class debate exercise serves as a cumulative activity for this module. 


1. Debate
Debate topic: Robert Harris is not morally responsible for the murders he committed.

There are several options for how to do this debate:

1. Divide the whole class into two teams, pro and con. The pro side will need to argue for Hard Determinism. You can let the con team choose Compatibilist or Libertarian arguments as they see fit.
2. Divide most of the class into two teams as above, but have the remainder serve as a jury who will vote on which team wins the debate.
3. Divide the class into four teams: two pro and two con. One con team would be assigned to defend Compatibilism while the other is assigned Libertarianism. Hold two shorter debates. The other teams can be the jury for the debate they are not participating in.
4. Use some other format; feel free to adjust given, e.g., the size of your class.

As mentioned in the previous lesson, students should be assigned to teams the day before. You can choose the teams or let students pick the side they find most compelling. A good way to do it is to take a vote of which position the students think is strongest (without mentioning a debate or teams), then assign teams based on their votes. That way the students won’t just try to be on a team with their friends. You’ll likely need to adjust numbers a bit, though. Students should be given some time to prepare during lesson 4 and then prepare further as homework. Be sure to remind them that they need to incorporate the philosophical positions into their arguments.

2. Debate Evaluation/Analysis
No matter the format you decide to use, be sure to leave time after the debate(s) to discuss the strategies and arguments the teams used and how effective they were. If you have a jury, ask them to diagram the arguments and responses during the debate, then refer to the diagrams afterwards as they discuss which team won and why.

Note:
For more suggestions on how to hold a meaningful in-class debate, you may want to look at these web sites:

http://www.sas.upenn.edu/cwic/resources/db1.html) (“General Debate Information” by the Communication Within the Curriculum department at the University of Pennsylvania)
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson304b.shtml (General index of classroom debate resources)
http://www.saskdebate.com/index.asp?tmenu=3&smenu=2 (On using debate in the classroom)
http://www.teachnet-lab.org/berkowitz/debate/page_5.htm (Sample rubric for debate assessment)

