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Case 5: The Dress Dilemma

In a couple of weeks, Danielle will have her sweet sixteen birthday party. She has

planned what will happen every minute and selected every small decoration. But, she still needed

to pick out her dress!

Danielle finds two perfect dresses and can’t choose between them. The red dress she likes

is on sale at Justine’s Boutique, a local family-owned business; and the other, a purple dress, is

from a large chain store. The red dress from Justine’s is more expensive but seems to be better

quality than the purple dress which is just as elegant though not as well-made. Danielle is drawn

to the red dress for several reasons.  She loves the idea of supporting a small business --

especially because her family owns a small, local bakery.  And the well-made dress will last

longer than the cheaper purple one.  But, Danielle is still conflicted. She wonders if she will ever

have the occasion to wear the dress again -- and if not, she doesn't think she can justify spending

a lot on a dress.  Danielle also knows that her parents are already spending a lot of money for the

party and she worries that buying the purple dress will put less financial strain on the family.

Match Question: Which dress should Danielle purchase?

Study Questions:
1. What priorities are Danielle trying to navigate in this case?
2. Should the importance of the event matter?
3. What types of things should you consider before purchasing a clothing item?
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