
                     

STAGE OF LESSON 
 

PLAN: What is your plan? k     

I 

INTRODUCE 
LESSON GOAL 

1-2 minutes 

 
To investigate our own ethical opinions  

 

M 

MOTIVATE with 
a HOOK             

 
Introduce Scenario 1-1  
 
1-1: You are a train driver. As you are driving you look ahead and see 5 
people trapped on the tracks. There is no way that you will be able to stop 
the train before running them over and killing them. You notice that just 
before them there is a side track that you can take, but on that side track is 
1 person who is trapped on that tracks.  
 
This leaves you with two choices: You can continue on the track you are on 
and you will run over and kill the 5 people trapped there. Or you can turn 
the train onto the side track and run over and kill the 1 person trapped 
there. 
 
What are you going to do? Why? 
 

 
This scenario aims to get students to 
search within their own ethical 
intuitions and decide for themselves 
what the appropriate ethical solution 
is in this situation. 
 
It is expected that most students will 
choose to take the side track option 
where they kill the 1 person instead 
of the 5. This will lead into the 
following scenarios.  

P 

PRIME with PRIOR 
KNOWLEDGE 
-activate it 

3-5 minutes 

 
 A 

ADD NEW TEACHER 
INPUT – Explicitly teach the 

CONCEPT.  
10-15 minutes           

 

 
How did you make your decision?  
 
Did you make your decision based on a principle or did you make it based 
on the consequences which would result? 
 
Utilitarianism is an ethical system which bases decisions on the 
consequences of actions. This system looks only at the outcomes of 
situations in order to decide upon the best course of action.  
 
Deontology is an ethical system which bases decisions on principles. This 
system requires you to follow set principles in order to decide upon the 
best course of action. 
 

 
This will introduce two of the 
primary ethical systems; 
utilitarianism and categorical 
morality.  
 
The students will have already made 
an ethical decision based on their 
own intuitions, now they will be able 
to understand how to better apply 
reasoning to their ethical decision 
making.  

ADD NEW TEACHER 
INPUT – Explicitly teach and 

model the SKILL. 

 
Which system did you use to decide upon your course of action in the first 
scenario (1:1)? 
 
If you based your decision on the number of people who will die, you have 
used a utilitarian ethical system. This is because you decided to act based 
on the consequences. And the consequences here were either 1 person is 
going to die, or 5 people are going to die. 
 
If you made you decision by referring to a principle you used a 
deontological ethical system.  
 

 
The students, having learnt some basics 
of these two ethical systems will be able 
to apply these systems to their own 
thinking. 

 
 

C 

CHALLENGE with 
APPLICATION & 
DEVELOPMENT  
10-15 minutes         

 

 
Split class into groups and get them to develop a principle to follow based 
on their intuitive decision in the first case (1:1) 
 
Introduce Scenario 2:1 
 
2:1: You are a doctor in a small town hospital. You are the only doctor in 
the whole hospital. There has been a train accident and you have 5 people 
come in who are in critical condition. There is also 1 person who is in ultra 
critical condition and needs extensive surgery. You have to make a decision: 
Either you can perform the extensive surgery on the 1 person in ultra 
critical condition, but while you are doing that, that 5 other people will die. 
Or you can save the lives of the 5 people in critical condition, but while you 
are doing that, the 1 person in ultra critical condition will die. 
 
What decision does your principle dictate you make?  
Is that the decision you would choose to make intuitively?  
 
Introduce Scenario 1:2 
 
1:2: There is a train which is about to run over 5 people who are stuck on 
the tracks. You are not the driver this time, this time you are up on a bridge 
overlooking the train tracks. The driver will not have enough time to stop 
before he runs over the 5 people. You notice next to you that there is a 
very fat man that weighs more than a train who is also standing on the 
bridge. You realise that if you push this man off the bridge he will stop the 
train in its tracks before it runs over the 5 people. However, the fat man will 
die. 
 
Are you going to push the fat man off the bridge, killing him in order to 
save the 5 people? Or are you going to do nothing and watch the 5 people 
get run over by the train? 
 
Does your decision work with the principle you developed earlier? 
 
Introduce Scenario 2:2 
 
2:2: You are a doctor. This time, you have 5 patients, all of whom require an 

 
Their principle here is expected to be 
something along the lines of; “the 
less people who die the better” 
 
 
 
 
It is expected that this scenario (2:1) 
will result in their intuitive response 
and their principle being in line: they 
save the 5 people 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is expected that students' intuitive 
response in this scenario will conflict 
with their principle before, as 
students will not want to push the 
man off the bridge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is expected that students' intuitive 



organ transplant. One needs a heart, another a lung, another a liver, etc. 
They are all about to die and there is no chance that the organs will be 
available in time and there's no chance for their survival. In the meantime, 
a perfectly healthy man comes in for a regular check-up. You notice that he 
is a perfect match for all 5 people.  
You realise that you can kill this healthy man, take his organs and give them 
to the 5 people. Will you kill this man so you can harvest his organs and 
transplant them into the 5 people? Or will you let the 5 people die so this 1 
healthy man can live?  
 

response in this scenario will conflict 
with their principle before as 
students will not want to kill the 
healthy man 

CHECK FOR 
UNDERSTANDING, 
FEEDBACK &  
INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT   

(Throughout the lesson) 
3-5 minutes            

 
Help groups who need it to develop their principle 
 

 

CULTIVATE 
INDEPENDENT 
PRACTICE 

5 minutes 

   
Did the principle you developed work in all four situations?  
 
Can you think of a new principle which would work in all of these 
situations? 
 

 
Utilitarianism and deontology are 
both seen in the extreme over these 
four cases. It is unlikely that students 
will have followed one or the other 
in all four cases. 

T 

TIME for GOAL REVIEW  

3-5 minutes        

 
What have you learnt about how we think ethically? 
 
What is hard about finding a method to act ethically?  

 

 


